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About the Institution 

Scripps College (2021a), founded in 1962 in Claremont, California, is one of the few 
institutions of higher education on the U.S. West Coast exclusively for women. Scripps offers a 
rigorous and interdisciplinary curriculum, a robust intellectual community, a commitment to 
diversity and inclusion, and a rich residential experience designed to shape the next generation of 
women leaders. 

“The mission of Scripps College is to educate women to develop their intellects and 

talents through active participation in a community of scholars, so that as graduates they 

may contribute to society through public and private lives of leadership, service, 

integrity, and creativity.” Scripps College Mission Statement 

Although the Ella Strong Denison Library is administered by Scripps College, Scripps is 
one of the seven colleges comprising The Claremont College Consortium, with 3,270 faculty and 
staff serving over 8,500 students (The Claremont Colleges, 2021). The Ella Strong Denison 
Library serves as a non-circulating special collection library for all members of the Claremont 
Colleges community (Scripps College, 2021b). The library holds over 12 special collections with 
the mission, “The greater wisdom of women.” (Scripps College, 2021). The Special Collections 
holds collections of literary and historical manuscripts, rare books, and the Claremont Colleges’ 
history. Claremont Colleges students, faculty, staff, and alumni, as well as the public, are 
welcome to view collections with advance appointment (Claremont College Libraries, 2021). 

The library’s holdings of manuscripts on women of literary and historical significance 
continues to grow. Figures represented in collections include Marie Corelli, Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning, Eva LeGallienne, Marianne Moore, May Sarton, and Gertrude Stein (Claremont 
College Libraries, 2021). Moreover, the Macpherson Collection features approximately 170 


women’s periodicals from the late 18th century to the present (Claremont College Libraries, 


2021). 


The 1911 Suffrage Movement, which was the struggle for women’s voting rights in the 
state of California, is one of the most significant women’s rights movements in United States 
history (Cooney). In 1848, female suffragists began a nationwide campaign to win basic civil 
rights; however, these political activists did not reach their goal until 1920 (Cooney). In 1896, 
when women lost their first contest for their right to vote in California, women suffragists 
lobbied the state legislature to put the question before voters (Cooney). 

Institutional Collection Plan 
Introduction and Purpose 

Scripps College Archives & Special Collections actively engages in donor relationship 
maintenance and collection development in order to build robust liberal arts and rare book 
collections for research. Archives & Special Collections collects books, journals, newspapers, 
manuscripts, correspondence, ephemera, maps, photographs, film, and a variety of other original 
materials. 

Current Collecting Areas 
e Non-current Scripps College records, including: Board of Trustees records; Senior 
Administrators’ records; Academic Departments’ records; Scripps College publications; 
records of faculty, staff, and alumni organizations; and student organizations’ records. 
@ Papers of individual alumni from their student days, selectively; papers of distinguished 
alumni generated after graduation, at our discretion. 
@ Materials related to the accomplishments and history of women, generally placed in the 

Ida Rust Macpherson Collection by and about Women. Major areas of concentration 

include: Women’s Suffrage in California, Emancipation and Reform, Domestic History, 


Westward Expansion, and Woman in the Humanist Tradition. 


@ Rare books and resources important for the study of the history of the book and fine 
printing from 2000 B.C. to the present. 
Materials Not Collected 
e Short-term or active record 
e Duplicates 
@ Materials exhibiting mold or exposure to rodents/pests 
@ Routine correspondence, student records, or accounting transactions 
e Large items that are better suited for museum displays 
e Materials on “deposit” 
@ Materials to which access is restricted in perpetuity or for a period of time deemed by 
Archives & Special Collections staff to be beyond a reasonable limitation 
New Collection 
Collection’s Alignment with the Institution’s Mission and Collection Plan 
The newly proposed collection of materials is related to the Women’s Suffrage 
Movement and is a personal collection of Myra Virginia Simmons. Myra Simmons was born in 
Berkeley, California on June 8, 1881 (Gale, 2019). Her mother was also born in California and 
her father was from Jamaica (Gale, 2019). Simmons was active in the suffrage movement in 
California in the 1910s and was president of the Colored American Equal Suffrage League 
(CAESL), which was based in Oakland at that time. She often organized events and was a 
keynote speaker at gatherings to promote the suffrage cause at the Cooper African Methodist 
Episcopal Church of Oakland and the North Oakland Baptist Church (The San Francisco 
Examiner, 1911). After women won the right to vote in California, Simmons disbanded the 


CAESL and continued her activist career, encouraging women to be politically active. She 


served as chairman and founder of the Alameda County Colored Center of the California Civic 
League and as a president of the Civic Center Club for Black Women (Gale, 2019). Simmons 
died on March 16, 1965 and was buried in Cypress Lawn cemetery in San Bruno, California 
(Gale, 2019). 

The proposed collection is well-aligned with the mission of the Scripps College (2021a), 
which encourages women’s activism and contributions to the society, and the Ella Strong 
Denison Library’s mission, which promotes “wisdom of women” (Scripps College, 2021b). This 
collection is also timely as the United States celebrates the 100th anniversary of every American 
woman’s right to vote. In addition, this collection would be a great addition to the existing Ella 
Strong Denison Library’s Women’s Suffrage and Equal Rights Collection that is a sub-collection 
of the Macpherson Collection (Scripps College, 2017). The existing collection’s focus is around 
the period of the ratification of the 19th Amendment, from 1901 to 1924, but also includes 
materials from the mid-19th century. Thus, the proposed collection fits perfectly into the existing 
Ella Strong Denison Library’s collection plan. 

Donor Considerations 

This collection of materials will be donated by Mrs. Jasmine Josephine Maria Pfizer, the 
great-granddaughter of Myra Virginia Simmons. Mrs. Pfizer resides in Claremont, California and 
is an active and successful political figure, continuing to pursue the goals her great- grandmother 
established over a century ago. Mrs. Pfizer has offered $100 thousand dollars and her collection 
of items related to the women’s voting rights movement in California and the United States, with 
a strong focus on black women’s suffrage, to be given to the Ella Strong Denison Library, 
Scripps College. Mrs. Pfizer is also willing to offer insight into collection items for more in- 


depth description. Additionally, she is interested in further sponsoring activities and scholarships 


related to women's rights and social justice. As a prominent political activist for women of color, 
establishing a strong connection with Mrs. Pfizer is important for furthering our institution’s 
mission to promote women’s rights and creating resources for the study of marginalized peoples. 
Collection Description 

Series I. Simmons women’s suffrage papers 1880s-1910s (3 boxes) 

The Simmons papers include newspaper articles, manuscripts, posters, photographs, and 
memorabilia related to the United States and California women’s suffrage movement, from 
1880s to 1910s. The series also contains correspondence, sheet music, and a book. 

A. California 1905-1911 women’s suffrage movement 
1. Correspondence 
a. Petitions, voters information, election results 
b. Letters 
2. Photographs 
3. Memorabilia 
a. Music sheet 


b. Postcards 


c. Pins 
d. Ribbons 
4. Book 


5. Election results, ballots, posters, and advertisements 
a. Newspaper and magazine 
b. Pamphlets 


B. The United States women’s suffrage movement 1880s-1910s 


1. Memorabilia 
a. Brooches, buttons, and pins 

2. Election posters 

3. Photographs 

4. Manuscripts 

Appraisal 
Memorabilia, such as brooches, pins, ribbons, (blank) postcards, and a wooden ballot 
box, have relatively little research and institutional value; however, some may be of exhibition 
value. For example, items 2 and 3, which are specific to California, may be valuable for future 
exhibitions on California women’s suffrage. As the collection has 4 different brooches or 
buttons, we recommend only accepting two in order to economize on space and costs associated 
with storing them. Because items 2 and 3 are specific to California, we propose accepting these 
objects and not accepting items | and 4, which are more generic suffrage memorabilia. The 
ballot box is large, heavy, and has little institutional, research, or exhibition value. Because this 
specific ballot box does not have any known history unique to women's suffrage, we propose 
declining to accept this item. The postcard, however, contains visually-compelling illustrations 
that can be safely digitized (as it falls outside of copyright having been produced over 100 years 
ago), and therefore should be accepted. 
Sheet music (item 5) for political protest songs has research value not only for historians 

of women’s rights, but also for researchers in other fields, such as ethnomusicology. As a form 
of propaganda, such songs may be of interest to scholars in numerous fields and possibly artists, 


who may reproduce the music or creatively reinterpret it. 


Posters used to advertise the women’s suffrage movement and encourage the public to 
vote for women’s rights may be of exhibition and institutional value. Because the collection 
contains numerous posters covering similar topics and large paper posters cannot be folded, but 
instead must be rolled into a tube and therefore take up significant space, we recommend 
accepting only a select number of items. Items 6, 8, 9, 10, and 11 relate directly to women’s 
suffrage in California and suffrage for women of color, which we believe to be of unique value 
to our institution and are not well represented in other archives. 

After careful inspection, we have determined that items 28 and 30 have mold on them 
and therefore pose a health and safety risk not just to the individual collection and staff, but to 
our entire institutional repository. Because mold spores can easily and quickly spread in indoor 
spaces (National Archives, 2016), accepting such items may lead to further damage to other 
collections. We therefore recommend rejecting these items. 

The collection includes a thick stack of ballots (item 7) that do not have any clear value 
beyond novelty. However, as individual paper ballots are compact and light, accepting 2 or 3 
individual pieces will not compromise space but could potentially be used for future exhibitions. 

Because all of the materials in the collection date from over 100 years ago, they are not 
protected by copyright and therefore can be safely digitized without legal concerns. As such, 
visually compelling photographic materials, political cartoons, and maps hold tremendous 
research value as well as institutional value because they can be scanned and used for digital 
exhibitions, thus making our collections more discoverable online. However, there are a 
significant number of photos of subjects that do not have relevance to suffrage in California or 
for women of color and we therefore suggest excluding several items. While some items may 


pertain to suffrage nationally or the rights of women of color (e.g. item 21, a picture of Hariet 
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Tubman), they do not fit within the scope of this collection because they do not relate closely to 
the 1911 California Women’s suffrage movement. Moreover, materials such as the photo of 
Hariet Tubman, while impressive, may be better suited for other archives, such as the National 
Archives for Black Women’s History (National Park Service) or the New York Public Library’s 
(NYPL) Harriet Tubman Research Materials (NYPL Archives and Manuscripts). We will 
suggest to the donor to donate these materials to more fitting archives and will offer to make an 
introduction on her behalf. 

We propose accepting all manuscripts and textual records, including correspondences, 
petitions, newspapers, books, and hand-written notes, that do not pose any health and safety risk 
(only items 28 and 30 pose risks). Researchers may find these resources valuable for analyzing 
how early women suffragists deployed particular terminology, illuminating how they developed 
political strategies, identifying key historical dates, and examining relationships between 
individual activists. 

Kstimated Budget and Space Requirements 

The collection currently being offered by Mrs. Pfizer consists of approximately 1.15 
linear feet of material. Anticipated storage needs include: 

@ | letter file (12.5" x 10.5" x 5") for correspondence, sheet music, petitions, and letter-size 
posters 

@ | legal file (15.5" x 12.5" x 2.5") for legal-size posters 

@ Small dropfront box (8.75" x 10.75" x 1.5") for buttons and ribbon 

e 1 negative/print storage box (10.75" x 8.75" x 4.5") for photos 

e 10 letter-size folders ( 9.625" x 11.75") 


e 4 legal-size folders (9.625” x 14.75”) 


e 1 package Photo-Textile Interleaving Tissue 
The total approximate cost to purchase materials needed to stabilize and store this collection is 
$500. This cost estimate includes the initial costs for acquisition and storage, but does not 


account for long-term storage or preservation costs. 
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Appendix 


1. Votes for Women Enamel Brooch, Massachusetts, 1915 (Heritage Auctions, 2003a). 





2. Votes for Women Pin, California, 1911 (A.K. Smiley Public Library, 2021) 
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3. Vote for Amendment 8 Pin, California (Woman Suffrage Memorabilia, N.d.) 
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"CCl hat men:call luclomeceence 
Isthe prerogative of valiant souls, 
_ The fealty life pays its. rightful kings, ” 
4 _ James Russell Lowell 3¢ 
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5. Women’s Suffrage Sheet Music by Bryan and Paley, 1916 (Heritage Auctions, 2019) 





SHE'S GOOD ENOUGH 
TO BE YOUR BABYS MOTHER 


AND SHES OOD ENOUGH TO VOTE WITH YOU 
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6. California Poster by Artist Bertha Margaret Boye, California Campaign, 1911 
(The Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute, Harvard University) 
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7. Ballot from 1916 Elections, 1916. American Antiquarian Society (AAS) 
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8. Votes for Women Poster, California, 1911. Oakland Museum of California 
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9. Women Vote for President... Why not in California? 1911. 
(Collection: Honeyman (Robert B., Jr.), Collection of Early California And Western 
American, UC Berkeley, Bancroft Library) 





10. How We Won the Vote in California by Selina Solomons (California State Library, N.d.) 
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11. Vote Yes Poster, California, 1911 (Dismore, 2020) 


VOTE YES 


Senate Amendment No. 8 
OCT. 10-1911 


JUSTICE FOR 
CALIFORNIA WOMEN 


Give your girl an 


equal chance with 
your boy. 


CALIFORNIA. i acer 





12. Votes for Women: California Next Postcard, 1911 (National Museum of American History) 
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13. Map Depicting Suffrage Inequalities Across United States, 1909 
(The Claremont Colleges, n.d.). 
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14. Last Suffrage Rally of the Campaign Under Auspices of Votes-For-Women Club, 1911 


(Calisphere University of California, n.d.) 


LAST 


Suffrage Rally 


OF THE CAMPAIGN UNDER AUSPICES OF 


VOTES-FOR-WOMEN CLUB 
CALIFORNIA 
CLUB HALL 


CLAY ST., NEAR POLK 


SATURDAY, OCT: 7th 8 P. M. 


SPEAKERS 
Dr. David Starr Jordan 
Rev. Jacob Nieto 
Mr. Thos. E. Hayden 
THE PUBLIC INVITED 


Admission Free. Last Opportunity to 
hear the ae of Equal Suffrage pre- 
sented by ablest speakers of the community 
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15. Illustration by Henry Mayer Showing Geographic Divide in Women’s Voting Rights 
Puck Magazine, 1915 (The New York Times, 2019) 





16. Advertisement for Women’s Suffrage Merchandise (Calisphere University of California, 
n.d.) 
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17. Anti-Suffrage Cartoon Attempting to Show How Women’s Mind’s Were Unfit For Voting 
(Kubitz, 2020) 





18. Equal Suffrage League of San Francisco Ribbon (Kahn, 2016) 
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19. Cabinet Card of Victoria Claflin Woodhull (Heritage Auctions, 2003b). 





20. Photograph of Sojourner Truth (circa 1797-1883) (Burton, 2020) 
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21. Photograph of Harriet Tubman (circa 1820-1913) (Burton, 2020) 


on 7 








22. Photograph of Nannie Helen Burroughs (1879-1961) (Burton, 2020) 
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23. Suffrage Envoys from San Francisco greeted in New Jersey, 1915 
(www.loc.gov) 
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24. Photograph from 1908 California Equal Suffrage Association March 
(California Museum, n.d.) 
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25. Photograph, circa 1905 to 1915 (University of Southern California, 2020) 





26. Photograph of Lydia Flood Jackson (1862-1963), one of the leaders of the Fannie Jackson 
Coppin Club, an Oakland Women’s Suffrage group (League of Women Voters, n.d.) 





20 


27. Photograph of Early Suffragists (no additional information or date available) (California 
Museum, 2019) 





28. A pile of Manuscripts (water- and mold-damaged) (PowWows.com) 





29. A wooden ballot box used in the Northeastern U.S. in the late 1800s, a distant relative of 
computer voting machines used in most places today—yet people 
still make their voting decisions the same way (Smithsonian, public domain). 





30. Hand-Written Letters and Notes (mold-damaged) (Genealogy’s Star, 2018) 
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31. United States Senate Petition, 1911. Senate.gov 





32. Letter from Ida B. Wells to Senator Dawes, 1898, National Archives, Docsteach.org 
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33. Arguments For and Against the Amendment (Voter Information Guide for 1911, General 


Election, 2019). 
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34. Newspaper Advertisement for an Equal Suffrage Meeting with Ms. Myra Virginia Simmons 
being one of the keynote speakers, The San Francisco Examiner, 1911 


(detail) 





(full page) 
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35. Published Election Results For the Election (Google Arts & Culture, n.d.). 
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Fanny I. Coppin Club 


Oakland 
Organized June 2), 1890, Motto: ‘Not failure, but 
low alm t crime.’’ Object: To develop musical 
and literary Inelinations of ite members and work 
for the interests and uplift of humanity, Member 
thip, 25, Meets lat and 3rd Tuenday afternoons of 
each month at the home of the reapective mombers, 
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37. Correspondence Discussing Suffrage Efforts, 1910-1911 (Archival Methods Blog, 2017) 
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